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Little Girl, Big Vision  
by Kelly Cavarretta

My seven year old daughter Claire has grown 
up around Restoration Ministries – this is our 

life. (My mother and father, Barbara and John Sul-
livan founded Restoration Ministries and Spirit of 
God Fellowship.)  She attends their summer Vaca-
tion Bible School, while I teach, and serves at their 
block parties and senior banquets. Claire has been 
along on other serving projects our family does 
there and certainly has a heart for people especially 
for those who are hurting.  Whenever she has a 
day off from school and during summer vacation 
one of her favorite things to do is to go with my 
mom to the Harvey YMCA to visit with the seniors 
there while my mom leads a weekly Bible Study.  

This past spring on a trip back from the YMCA 
with grandma she noticed that the windows were 
boarded up on many of the houses they drove past. 
When she got home she asked me why there were so 
many houses that didn’t have windows.  I simply told 
her the windows must have broken and the people 
who lived in those houses probably couldn’t afford 
to buy a new window so they put up a board instead.  
I figured that was the end of our conversation, but it 
wasn’t.  She was obviously troubled by my answer 
and she said matter of factly, “When I grow up I am 
going to make a lot of money so I can buy everyone 
new windows. Everyone needs to have windows.”  
She went on for a few weeks asking again and again 
about the people who lived in the houses without 
windows.  She wondered if they were they cold, and 
on rainy days she worried that they were getting wet.  

Her birthday was approaching, but she didn’t 
want any gifts. She said she didn’t need new toys 
when there were people who didn’t have windows. 
My husband and I talked with her at bedtime one 
night and said “Claire, if you feel God wants to 
give people windows then maybe you should do 
something about it now – age really doesn’t matter.”

Claire Cavaretta and her sister Emily sold candy 
bars at a craft fair to raise money for Claire’s 
Windows from Heaven ministry.

The next day Claire and her older sister 
Emily spent the entire morning coming up with 
a name for their new ministry and drawing pic-
tures of logos. They counted up the money they 
both had in their banks, which totaled $54.00, 
and thought they were all set to go. “Windows 
from Heaven” had been born. However, there 
were a few problems. First, we didn’t know 
who needed the windows, second, $54.00 cer-
tainly wouldn’t be enough and finally, neither 
my husband nor I knew how to install windows!  

Claire began to really pray and we prayed 
as a family knowing creating a new ministry is 
not something to rush into – God’s timing would 
certainly be needed.    A short time later I spoke 
with Jacki Rivera, the Director of Special Programs 
and Assistance at Restoration Ministries and told 
her about Claire’s idea. I asked her to let me know 
if she ever happened to have someone come to 
her office needing windows.  I thought this would 
buy us a lot of time to work out the details.  Well, 
would you believe that the very next day Jackie 
had an appointment with a lady who mentioned 
that she had a broken window which was always 
leaking!  Jacki called me immediately and gave 


